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November 1, 2016 Texas Medicaid implemented a new Comprehensive Care Program benefit.
Senate Bill 492, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013, directed the Department of Aging and
Disability Services (DADS) to create a new licensure category and the Department of Health
and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to establish a new Medicaid benefit for Prescribed
Pediatric Extended Care Centers (PPECCs).

A PPECC will provide non-residential, facility-based care as an alternative to private duty nursing
(PDN) services for clients who are 20 years old and younger and who are medically or
technologically dependent.

A PPECC must start with obtaining a license (temporary or initial) from the DADS to be enrolled as a
Texas Medicaid provider. Once licensed, a PPECC must do one of the following to become a
Medicaid enrolled provider:

 Apply online, by visiting www.TMHP.com and select “providers” in the banner at the top
of the page, and then selecting “Enroll Today!” in the banner at the top of the page.
Follow the onscreen instructions.

 Submit a paper application, by downloading the enrollment forms. Providers can access
these forms by following the instructions above and then following the onscreen
instructions. A provider can also request an enrollment package from TMHP by phone at
1-800-925-9126 or by mail at:

Texas Medicaid & Healthcare Partnership
ATTN: Provider Enrollment

PO Box 200795
Austin, TX 78720-0795

When prescribed by a physician, the individual can receive services from a prescribed pediatric
extended care center up to maximum of 12 hours per day for medical, nursing, psychosocial,
therapeutic, and developmental services appropriate to the individual’s medical condition and
developmental status. These services may not be provided overnight (9 p.m. to 5 a.m.).

“Medically or technologically dependent” means a child who “due to an acute, chronic, or
intermittent medically complex or fragile condition or disability requires physician-prescribed,
ongoing, technology-based skilled nursing care to avert death or further disability, or the
routine use of a medical device to compensate for a deficit in a life-sustaining body function.”

PPECC services are intended as an alternative to PDN. However, an admission to a PPECC is not
intended to supplant the right of a client to access PDN; personal care services (PCS); home
health skilled nursing (HHSN); home health aide (HHA); and occupational, physical, and/or speech
therapies, as well as respiratory therapy and early childhood intervention (ECI) services rendered in
the client's residence when medically necessary.

A client has a choice of PDN, PPECC, or a combination of both PDN and PPECC for medically
necessary ongoing skilled nursing where PPECC services are available. However, PPECC and PDN
services may not be rendered simultaneously. PDN services may be rendered before or after any
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PPECC services have been provided on the same day.

Eligibility Requirements

For PPECC admissions, the client must:

 Be eligible for Texas Health Steps (THSteps)-Comprehensive Care Program

 Be 20 years of age or younger
• Require ongoing skilled nursing care and supervision and therapeutic

interventions beyond the level of Home Health Skilled Nursing visits (e.g., qualifies
for Private Duty Nursing)

 Be considered medically or technologically dependent

 Have an acute or chronic condition

 Be stable for outpatient medical services, and not a risk to self or others

 Have a physician prescription (the ordering physician must examine the client within
30 calendar days before admission)

 Have a signed and dated client or client responsible adult consent (i.e., the admission
must be voluntary)

 Reside with a responsible adult, and not reside in a 24-hour inpatient facility (e.g.,
hospital, nursing facility [NF], or intermediate care facility [ICF])

PPECC Services

PPECC services may include the following:

 The development, implementation, and monitoring of a comprehensive plan of care
provided to a medically-dependent or technologically-dependent minor

 Services that are prescribed by the ordering physician and documented in the PPECC
plan of care

PPECC services that will be incorporated into the PPECC rates include:

 Skilled nursing

 Personal care services (while in the PPECC)

 Functional developmental services

 Psychosocial services

 Nutritional counseling

 Responsible adult training and education

 Transportation (separate per diem rate for transportation)

Speech, physical, and/or occupational therapies may be rendered at a PPECC, but are not
considered part of the PPECC services covered by Texas Medicaid, and must be billed
separately by Medicaid-enrolled service providers, including independent therapists and
home health therapists. Early Childhood Intervention services, as well as Certified Respiratory Care
Practitioner Services and hospice may also be performed in a PPECC setting, but are billed
separately. To prevent duplication, PCS, PDN, and Home Health Aide/Skilled Nursing may be
performed on the same day as PPECC, but not at the same time.
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PPECC Information Resources

For more information, please see websites below

• Any inquiries about the Medicaid program and policy can be sent PPECC mailbox:
HHSC_PPECC@hhsc.state.tx.us

• Any inquiries related to licensure should be directed to DADS at: ppecc@dads.state.tx.us
• DADS PPECC website: http://www.dads.state.tx.us/providers/PPECC/index.cfm

• Texas Medicaid website: https://hhs.texas.gov/services/health/medicaid-and-chip
• Information about provider enrollment, including news articles, instructions, and FAQs,

will be posted to: http://www.TMHP.com

For more information contact your provider representative or visit the rightcare.swhp.org
website.





*Senate Bill (S.B.) 492, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session 2



Temporary license option created to address PPECC
concerns related to insurance coverage during the period
when they must be observed by DADS serving children
before an initial license is issued

Clarification that parental accompaniment is not required
for PPECC services

Nursing hours rendered through a PPECC must be a one-
to-one replacement of private duty nursing hours, unless
additional hours are medically necessary.

3House Bill (H.B.) 2340, 84th Regular Session, 2015
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Minors Total Staff RN RN or LVN RN, LVN or Direct Care
staff

1 1 1

2-6 2 1 1

7-9 3 1 1 1

10-12 4 1 1 2

13-15 5 2 1 2

16-18 6 2 1 3

19-21 7 2 2 3

22-24 8 2 2 4

25-27 9 3 2 4

28-30 10 3 2 5

31-33 11 3 3 5

34-36 12 3 3 6

37-39 13 4 3 6

40-42 14 4 3 7



Event Date

Provider Enrollment Becomes Available January 2015

State Plan Submission December 2015

Rate Hearing February 10, 2016

Medical Policy Finalized March 2016

HHSC Program Rules published August 2016

Medicaid Managed Care Contract
Effective Date

September 1, 2016

Provider Contracting & Credentialing Starting September 1,
2016 (ongoing)

Updated DADS licensure requirements
effective

September 1, 2016

Health Plan training on PPECC September 2016

Public Comment on Program Rules Due September 11, 2016

Rates effective November 1, 2016

Rules effective and benefit begins November 1, 2016
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7*4 Health and Safety Code § 248A.151. Admission Criteria for Minor Client; Adult Accompaniment
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Per PPECC medical policy, the prescriber cannot be the
PPECC Medical Director unless that physician has a patient
relationship outside of the PPECC setting
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*1 Tex. Admin. Code, Part 15, Chapter 363, Subchapter B, §363.201 to §363.215, effective
November 1, 2016
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28*Payment methodology subject to CMS approval per the SPA submission
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Edits/Audits Description

00182 Edit Procedure to Provider Specialty

00183 Edit Procedure to Provider Type

00186 Edit Procedure to Place of Service

00245 Edit CCP Procedure Requires Authorization

01286 Edit PPECC Only Restricted Procedures

03110 Limitation One PPECC Per Diem/Transportation Per Day, Same Procedure, Any
Provider

03111 Limitation Four Units (Hours) Per Day, Same Procedure, Any Provider

03112 Relationship PPECC Per Diem and Hourly Procedure Not Allowed Same Day, Any
Provider

03115 Negative
Relationship

PPECC Transport Not Allowed Without PPECC Service on the Same
Day, Same Provider
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